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• Welcome and brief overview of Pearson Edexcel 

• International GCSE Features

• Introduction to the International GCSE in English Literature  (9-1) 

• Paper 1: key assessment features

• Paper 2: key assessment features

• Paper 3: key features 

• Teaching, planning, support and questions
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• To gain an understanding about how the qualification is 

devised.

• To understand the content of the qualification.

• To understand how to plan the course and/or lessons.

• To understand the assessment of the qualification and how  

to prepare students.

• To learn more about the support available from Pearson.

• To have the opportunity to network and share ideas with 

other teachers.

Aims and Objectives



Pearson Edexcel



Pearson is the world’s leading learning company. Our mission is to help people 

make progress in their lives through learning – because we believe that learning opens 

up opportunities, creating fulfilling careers and better lives. 

❖ Qualifications: our qualifications and assessments help to educate millions of

people worldwide.

❖ Support: we provide innovative textbooks, curriculum materials, multimedia

learning tools, IT platforms, professional development.

❖ Impact: At the core of everything we do is the desire to make a measurable

impact on improving people’s lives through learning.

Edexcel is part of Pearson Education and is the UK’s largest awarding body.

❖ Worldwide recognition: over 150 years of international education experience,

more than 3.4 million learners in 70+ countries. Over 9 million scripts marked

annually, with exceptionally reliable results.

About Pearson Edexcel



International GCSE 
Features 



Awarding

• The grading system has changed, but our commitment to awarding grades that 

accurately reflect learner exam performance remains the same.

• We set new grade boundaries (minimum number of marks needed to achieve 

each grade) for each assessment of each qualification.

Benefits

• Greater differentiation across levels of attainment, e.g. 2 grades where the current 

C grade is.

• Rewards truly outstanding achievement with the grade 9. 

• Provides more information about student attainment to help progression to A 

Level.

• Same scale for Pearson Edexcel GCSE and International GCSE allows for clear 

comparison with English standards, unlike old A* to G grading. 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-

certification/understanding-marks-and-grades.html

9-1 grading scale

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/understanding-marks-and-grades.html


9-1 grading scale 



World-class qualifications
All Edexcel qualifications 
are developed to meet 
Pearson’s World Class 
Qualification design 
principles

Endorsement 
of educational 
thought-leaders and  
assessment experts
from across the globe

Developed using 
an understanding 
and benchmarking of 
all educational 
systems

Qualifications that 
support young people to 
develop the capabilities
they need to progress
and prosper in their lives



● Our transferable skills framework underpins the design of all 
Pearson Edexcel international qualifications and their supporting 
resources across IPLS, International GCSE and International A Level.

● Ensures our assessments target the skills students’ need for 
successful progression.

● Increasing our support where these skills naturally occur through 
the teaching, learning and assessment.

● Pearson materials and mapping will support you in identifying and 
developing the acquisition of these skills in students across the full 
curriculum.

● https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%
20GCSE/General/Transferable-Skills-Information-Pack.pdf

● Subject specific: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%2

0GCSE/English%20Literature/2016/Teaching%20and%20learning

%20materials/Transferable-Skills-Mapping-for-English-

Literature.pdf

Supporting transferable skills

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International GCSE/General/Transferable-Skills-Information-Pack.pdf


International 

GCSE

English Literature
4ET1



Subject Features

12

Reviewed and 
updated in light 

of UK GCSE 
changes

Engaging and 
diverse range of 
text types and 

text choices

Broad and deep 
development of 
learners’ skills

Dedicated 
textbook

TeachingEnglish@
Pearson.com

Coursework 
and 

Examination 
options

Transferable 
Skills embedded
and progression

Clear and 
straightforward 

question 
papers and 

mark schemes 

Read and respond 
to material from a 
variety of sources



4ET1 International GCSE English Literature

Paper 1

Poetry and Modern Prose

SECTION  A – Unseen Poetry

SECTION B – Anthology

SECTION C – Modern Prose

Examination 

Set and marked externally

2 hours

Total Marks 90

60% of total

Paper 2

Modern Drama and 

Literary Heritage texts

SECTION A – Modern Drama

SECTION B – Literary Heritage 

Texts

Examination

Set and marked externally

1 hour 30 minutes

Total Marks 60

40% of total

Paper 3

(Coursework option) 

Modern Drama and 

Literary Heritage Texts

ASSIGNMENT A – Modern 

Drama

ASSIGNMENT B – Literary

Heritage Texts

Teacher-devised or student-

devised assignments

Internally set and assessed

Externally moderated

Total marks 60

40% of total



AO1  Demonstrate a close knowledge and understanding of texts,      

maintaining a critical style and presenting an informed 

personal engagement.

AO2   Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to 

create meanings and effects.

AO3   Explore links and connections between texts.                                                                                 

AO4   Show understanding of the relationships between texts and 

the contexts in which they were written.                                                                                     

Assessment Objectives



Where  the AOs are assessed

Paper Section AO

1                  Unseen Poetry A AO2

1                  Anthology Poetry B AO2, AO3

1                  Modern Prose C AO1, AO4

2 or 3           Modern Drama A AO1, AO2

2 or 3           Literary Heritage Texts B AO1, AO2, AO4



Paper 1
Section A – Unseen Poetry

A selection of modern poetry should be studied in order to prepare for 
the unseen assessment.

Section B – Anthology Poetry

Students will study all 16 poems from the poetry section, Part 3, of: 
Pearson Edexcel International English Anthology. Students will answer one
question on either: two set poems or the set poem and one of their own 
choice from the anthology.

Section C – Modern Prose

Students will study one of the set texts for this paper. Student will answer 
one question on their chosen texts.

Teaching should focus on the study of whole texts. 



Set texts – Paper 1: Section B 

Pearson Edexcel International Anthology
If -

Prayer Before Birth

Blessing                                               

Search For My Tongue

Half-Past Two

Piano               

Hide and Seek 

Sonnet 116                                            

La Belle Dame sans Merci 

Poem at Thirty-Nine   

War Photographer 

The Tyger  

My Last Duchess

Half-caste

Do not go gentle into that good night  

Remember

Rudyard Kipling

Louis MacNeice

Imtiaz Dhaker 

Sujata Bhatt 

U A Fanthorpe

D H Lawrence 

Vernon Scannell

William Shakespeare

John Keats

Alice Walker

Carol Ann Duffy

William Blake

Robert Browning

John Agard 

Dylan Thomas

Christina Rossetti



Set texts – Paper 1: Section C Prose

Section C: Modern Prose 

Students will choose one text from:

To Kill a Mockingbird                   Harper Lee

Of Mice and Men           John Steinbeck

The Whale Rider Witi Ihimaera 

The Joy Luck Club Amy Tan 

Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe 



Paper 2
Section A – Modern Drama

Students will study one text from the prescribed list for this section of the 

paper and will answer one question on their chosen text.

Teaching should focus on the study of the whole text.

Section B – Literary Heritage

Students will study one text from the prescribed list for this section of the 

paper and will answer one question on their chosen text.

Teaching should focus on the study of the whole text.

This paper is open book. Candidates will be able to take a clean and 

unannotated copy of their texts into the examination.   



Paper 2 Set texts
One Modern Drama text

A View from the Bridge                 Arthur Miller

An Inspector Calls                        J.B. Priestley

A Curious Incident of the Dog    Simon Stephens

in the Night-time

Kindertransport                            Diane Samuels

Death and the King’s Horseman  Wole Soyinka

One Literary Heritage text

Romeo and Juliet                               William Shakespeare

Macbeth                                 William Shakespeare

The Merchant of Venice William Shakespeare

Pride and Prejudice                      Jane Austen

Great Expectations                        Charles Dickens

The Scarlet Letter                          Nathaniel Hawthorne

Paper 2 is open book

The list of prescribed editions can be found in the Specification. 



Assessment Overview

• Paper 3 is available as an alternative to Paper 2.

• Paper 3 assesses 40% of the total English Literature 

Qualification.

• Students will be required to respond to teacher-

devised or student-devised tasks to write two 

coursework assignments.

• These will be internally set and assessed and 

externally moderated by Pearson.

Paper 3: Modern Drama and Literary 
Heritage Texts (Coursework Option)



• Set texts for the assignments are the same as those 

for Paper 2, Sections A and B.

• Teaching should focus on the study of whole texts

to encourage reading skills and to produce clear 

and coherent writing.

• There is no prescribed word length for the 

coursework paper. Typically each task may be up to 

650 to 800 words, but there are no penalties for 

exceeding this guidance.   

Paper 3: Modern Drama and Literary 
Heritage Texts (Coursework Option)



International GCSE 
English Literature

Course Planning



Course planning
International GCSEs have 120 guided learning hours.

The following two-year plan can be adapted by centres 
to suit their particular context.

The scheme of work includes some suggested teaching 
approaches.

The following example of a course planner is based on 
a 45-minute lesson duration.



Course planning



The full two-year 

course planner is 

available in your 

pack.

Sample course planner



• Take a moment to decide whether the examination 

or the coursework route is better for your students.

• After the course, devise a schedule to cover the 

close study of the poems in Part 3 of the Anthology.

• Decide which texts you will choose for Modern 

Prose, Modern Drama and Literary Heritage.  

Course planning



• After the course, study past papers to devise 

relevant practice questions and mock examinations.

• Allow sufficient time for lessons on essay planning 

and writing to time.

• Pay particular attention to word-based analysis and 

close reference and to how to include quotations.

• Work on extending technical vocabulary but 

encourage the avoidance of ‘feature spotting’.

Course planning



Lesson resource



Support overview for International GCSE 
in English Literature

Getting Started 
Guide & 

Scheme of 
Work

Getting Ready 
to Teach Events

Subject 
interpretation of 

transferable 
skills

Subject Advisor Results Plus
Regional 
Support 
Manager

Curriculum 
Matched 

Publishing

Exemplar 
Marked 

Responses

Additional SAMs

Exam Wizard Lesson Plans Topic booklets



Subject Advisor details:

Your Subject Advisor is Clare Haviland

Email: TeachingEnglish@pearson.com

Phone: +44 (0)20 7010 2183

Twitter: @PearsonTeachEng

English Forum The English forum is a discussion platform for English 

teachers. It highlights useful documents and allows teachers to 

share information directly.

Contact your dedicated Subject 
Advisor

mailto:TeachingEnglish@pearson.com
https://twitter.com/@PearsonSciences
http://community.edexcel.com/english/f/12.aspx


Any questions?



Please fill in your 
evaluation forms

We value your 
feedback!




